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Å The Horizon 2020 project WaterProtect will develop new solutions and tools in 7 
Action labs where water pollution (nutrients and/or pesticides) from intensive 
agriculture may affect the quality of the water for drinking water production. 
 

Å Upscaling succesful practices from action labs to EU 
Å The WaterProtect Consortium aims at a strong long term multiplier effect for the 

lessons and successful practices of the Action labs and other good examples into 
new policy and governance instruments around Europe. Specific attention is paid 
to communication and dissemination since it is vital for the success of the project. 
 

Å Project Duration: 
Å June 2017 until May 2020 

 
Å WaterProtect relates to the Horizon 2020 Work Programme ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ΨCƻƻŘ 

security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine and maritime and inland 
water research and the bioeconomyΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǇƛŎΥ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŦŀǊƳǎ ς 
improving farming and supply of drinking water. 
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Action lab ς goals to achive 
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Support: 
Voivodeship Inspectorate for Environmental Protection in Szczecin 
Regional Water Management Authority in Szczecin 
Szczecin Water Services 
West Pomeranian Water Services (WZ) 
²Ŝǎǘ tƻƳŜǊŀƴƛŀƴ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ό½h5wύ 
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Action lab ς Gowienica catchment 

Å Miedwie Lake ς drinking water 
reservoir 

Å Gowienica (aƛŜŘǿƛŀƵǎƪŀ) ς 
inflow to the Miedwie  

Å Catchment area ca. 60 km2. 

Å Above 95% of catchment area 
rural evironment (fertile soils). 

Å NVZ and Miedwie intake 
protection zone 
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Action lab ς Gowienica catchment 

This project has received funding from the European 
¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation 
Programme under grant agreement No. 727450 

Agricultural area 



Action lab ς Gowienica catchment 
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Hydrogeological Map of Poland, First 
Aquifer ς Vulnerability and Quality 
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Action lab ς Gowienica catchment 
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Work Packages: 

1. WP1 ς Project Management 

2. WP2 ς Water Governance 

3. WP3 ς Participatory Monitoring 

4. WP4 ς Best Management Practices 

5. WP5 ς Collaborative tool 

6. WP6 ς Upscalling 

7. WP7 ς Integrated Policy Support 

8. WP8 ς Dissemination 
 

 

 

This project has received funding from the European 
¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation 
Programme under grant agreement No. 727450 



WaterProtect conceptualizes water resource systems as complex socio-
ecological systems, consisting of a resource system and a governance system, 
which defines and sets rules for the way actors collectively behave.  

 

This work package aims to determine characteristics, constraints and 
possibilities (opportunities) to develop governance models that support 
water management systems that enhance the quality of ground- and surface 
water, focusing on water supplies mainly suffering from agricultural pollution.  
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WP 2 ς Water governance 



To develop frameworks for developing and 
analysing water governance systems across 

case-studies in the EU 

To analyse (successful and 
unsuccessful) water governance 

systems already in place in 
existing water management 

systems across the EU 

To develop and analyse new water governance 
systems across 7 distinct action labs across the 

EU and subsequently to analyse their 
functioning 

To determine characteristics, constraints and 
possibilities for good water governance 

systems based on the outcome of the action 
labs and of water governance systems 

already operational in several EU countries 

WP 2 ς specific objectives 



WP 2 ς preliminary conlusions  

Å The Nowy Przylep and YƱťōȅ with a total population of 281 without connection to the sewage 
system (no such in the plans), the existing sewage system is largely leaking (Barnim-80%, Rensko-
млл҈Σ ²ƽƧŎƛƴ-80%, Warnim 50%) 

Å Agricultural production in the basin is based mainly on demanding arable crops (wheat, 
rapeseed), and over the last 12 years there has been a significant drop in pig population (87.8%) 
and increase in cattle population (46.6%) 

Å The lack of a real and effective mechanism to control compliance with BMPs by 01.01.2018 as 
part of the NVZ, this aspect in the "new Water Law" is clarified. 

Å Lack of a common and integrated information platform for the exchange and transfer of 
monitoring data to institutions taking part in water management 

Å "New Water Law" is a document refined, clearly clarifying the competences and responsibilities 
of individual bodies solving problems that have been so far addressed (eg division of duties, 
sanctions for non-compliance with OSP requirements, drainage fee, IT system for water 
management), but no executive acts to the Act , NO PROGRAM! 

Å ¦ƴŘŜǊŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ²Lh|, resulting in the application of 
the principle of "data inheritance" from previous years 

Å Low involvement of local society in matters related to water management 
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WP 2 ς Water Governance 

 

 

THE BIGGEST CHALLENGES OF THE LINE, IMPROVING THE WATER 
QUALITY: 
Å Convincing agricultural producers about the benefits of using 

BMPs, awareness of the impact of agricultural producers on the 
aquatic environment, 

Å Building a new sewage treatment plant in Barnim and 
modernization of the sewage network and 35 individual sewage 
treatment plants included in Yth|Y (planned date of completion 
until 31.12.2021), 

Å convincing residents of the importance of water quality, especially 
important in towns without sewage systems (economic 
instruments improving the sewage management infrastructure in 
private farms) 

Å encourage / involve the public in the water management process 
Å improving the flow of information between institutions, as well as 

between the public sector and citizens 
 

Next steps: 
Comparison of all case studies - seven pilot areas to identify the so-
called success and failure factors in the effectiveness and efficiency of 
the management system. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES 
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